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Analysis of Metaphysical Poetry?

Metaphysical poetry is o distinctive and influentiod tradition inv
Englishv literature, best knoww for ity intricate conceits;
intellectual curiosity, and inwentive use of language:

Origing and Time Frame

- Erou Late 16th to-eawly 17th centuries (roughly 15905-1630s).

- Context: Emerged during the late Eligabethan and early Stuowt
periods, amid political tension,; religious upheoawval, and scientific
- Name The term "'metaphysical poetry” was popwlawiged by later
critics (notably Samuel Johwnson) to-describe av group of poets
whose work shared a commorn sensibility, though it was not a
label used by the poety themselves. QO\ )

Quick Timeline

- 16205 Donne’s mature religious poetry, Herbert's devotional
verse beging to-appear. N\Y

- 1630s: Height of Metaphysical oetry; Mawvell and Vaughow
contribute to-the trowuﬁ,ow>\

15905-1610s: Emergence of Metovpllwyzmlz style; Donwne’s early love
rics and religious poems N,

- Post-1640y Critical labeling as "metaphysical’; influence persisty

v later poetic @)opfzruw‘t'w\ty
Chawacteristicsy omd Techniques
- Cadence and Verse Formu

- Oftenv uses colloquial; covwersational dictiow set in elaborate,
extended metaphysical conceits.

- Vawied line lengthy and irregulor meters; strong rhythwmic
\/OW’LQ/‘E)/.,

- Metaphysical Conceits:

- Bold, extended;, and witty comparisons betweern unlikely objecty
or ideas (e.g., v compass; aflea, av clock) to-explore spiritual,
philosophical, ov erotic themes.

- Intellectual and Thematic Deptiv

- Exauminatiow of love; religion, mortadity, time; space, and the
nature of reality.

- Integratiow of science; philosobhy, and theology.
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- Arguments and Dialectic:

- Oftenv present av clever avgument ov disputation withiv the
poem, employing pavadoxes and logical rigor.
- Pavadox and Paratoxis

- Use of paradoy, paradosical images, and abrupt shifty inv
thought.

- Wordplay and Parody:

- Witty puns, double meanings, and creative coinages; sometimes
hwmorous ov rveverent tone.
- Imagery: y

- Rich, surprising images drawwn from travel, travel poetry,
science (astronomy, anatomy), religion, aMd/‘e/ve/Vydavy life.

Major Figures %\
- JohwDovwne (1572-1631):

- Leading figwre of English Metaphysical Poetry.

- Notable works: "The Flea,” "A Valediction: Forbidding
Mowrning," "Holy Sonnets' (e.g., "Batter my heart, three-personed
God'). O\

- Themes: Love and religion, the soul, the body, spiritual
struggle. —~
- George Herbext (1593 —}633).‘

- A devotional poet and priest.

- Notable works: "The Temple' (o sequence of devotional Lyrics),
"Redemption,” "The Collaw.”

- Themes: Piety, huwmility, worship, and the relationship betweesv
the soul and God.

- Andrew vaeu/ (1621-1678):**

Poetofpohfwalzwbt love; and nature.

- Notable works: "To-His Coy Mistress,” "The Gawden," "Upor
Appleton House."

- Themes: Carpe diemy, time, sexuality, sociad commentary.
- Herwy Vaughowy (1621-1695):

- Knoww for religious introspection and natuwre imagery.

- Notable works: "Silex Scintillans” (The Rocks Shining), "The
World."

- Themes: Spiritual contemplation, mortality, and consolation.
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Historical Development and Influences
- Origing invthe Eligabethan Ethos

- Responded to-and diverged from the more ornate, classical
imitation of Petrawch and the sonnet tradition.
- Relation to-Eawrly Moderw Science:

- Engagement withv contemporary science (astronowy, anatomy)
and new philosophical inquiries about knowledge; certainty, and
the nature of God.

- Religious Context: N\
- The Englishy Reformation and Counter-Reformation debates

influenced poety to-explore faith, doubt, and divine presence
through intellectual wit. . Y &
- Political aond Social Turbulence: 7\

- Civil war erav and, the tensions between monawchy and
Parlioment provided a backdrop for themes of time; change, and

movtality. fb
Reception and Legacy ’O
- Critics’ Pevspective: O\

- 18th-century critics,; notably Samuel Johnson, labeled them
“metaphysical” for their philosophical bent and clever conceits.

- Some later readers found them perblexing; others celebrated
their oviginality and intellectual energy.

- Influence ow Later Poets:

- The Metaphysical School influenced Romantic poety thwoughv ity
emphasis owpowowfow, nleriority, and ivwentive imagery.

- Moderw poety admirve ity inguistic dexterity, argumentotive
strgwtw_é,- gwwix willingness to-fuse sacred and seculow concerns.
- Continuming Relevance:

- Metaphysical techniques appear inv contemporary poelry
through extended conceits, dramatic monologues, and the
integratiow of science; philosophy, and personal emotiow.

Notable Poems and Exaumples

- JohwwvDonne: "The Sww Rising," "The Flea,” "A Valediction:
Forbidding Mowrning;" "Holy Sornmnet 10 (Batter my heauwt, thiee-
persowd God)."

- George Herbert: "The Pulley," "Love (II1)" from The Temple;
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"Tordaw (1)" from The Temple.
- Andrew Mowvell: "To-His Coy Mistress,” "The Gardewy," "The Mower
to-the Gloomy Doom.”
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